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Archer's operations are managed through three segments: Platform Operations, Well Services and 

Land Drilling:  

• Platform Operations: The Platform Operations segment includes the divisions: platform drilling, 

engineering and the modular rigs. Within platform drilling, Archer offers personnel and processes 

for drilling and other technical operations on 46 offshore platforms, predominantly in the North 

Sea. Within engineering, Archer offers lifecycle engineering services encompassing project 

management, construction and installations, multidiscipline engineering, consulting and 

inspection. The modular rigs division consist of modular drilling through Archer's two modular 

offshore platforms. 

• Well Services: The global Well Services capabilities include a wide range of products and services 

for well imaging, well integrity, production logging, well interventions, wellbore and blowout 

preventer clean outs, casing cutting and sidetracks, temporary or permanent plugging and 

abandonments, and decommissioning, all of which are aimed at improving well performance and 

extending well life, while reducing overall service operating time. Archer supports customers in 

critical processes such as well construction, well completion, well intervention and well plugging 

and abandonment. The differentiated technologies in wellbore imaging, well construction and well 

integrity are an important and integral part of Archer's strategy to support customers in delivering 

better wells. Archer has over time developed and invested in both well plug and abandonment 

services and technologies. 

• Land Drilling: Archer's services within Land Drilling consist of land drilling through 77 rigs, 

including 32 drilling rigs and 45 service rigs operating in Argentina and Bolivia.  

As mentioned above, Archer operates in Norway through four subsidiaries: 

• Archer Norge is the owner of all Archer subsidiaries in Norway. It operates in platform 

operations, engineering services, and well services.  The company holds various contracts 

and is the employer for the majority of Archer’s onshore employees working in Norway. 

• Archer AS operates in platform drilling, engineering services, and wireline operations. The 

company holds, among others, the contracts for the provision of mechanical wireline 

operation services to ConocoPhillips and Equinor. The majority of Archer's employees 

working offshore in Norway are employed by Archer AS.1 

• Archer Oiltools AS provides all services to Archer's divisions within the Oiltools division in 

Norway (including customer contracts). Archer Oiltools delivers a range of technologies 

designed to deliver better wells by extending the well's lifespan, maximising well 

 
1 We note that Bergen Technology Center AS and Archer Integrated Services AS were merged into Archer AS in 2023.  
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5 TURNOVER AND OPERATING RESULT IN NORWAY FOR THE LAST FISCAL YEAR (2023) 

Name 
Turnover 

(in thousand NOK) 

Operating result 

(in thousand NOK) 

Archer  6 375 555 442 427 

Vertikal  220 364 34 669 

6 NO AFFECTED MARKETS 

As stated above, Archer is active within a broad range of services. Relevant for this notification are 

Archer's services relating to its engineering activities and drilling operation services in which it provides 

maintenance and support services to existing oil and gas platforms. Archer regularly hires in services 

from temporary work agencies etc. for its engineering and platform drilling operations. This may 

include services from companies specialising in a specific task or service, e.g. rope access services. 

Archer uses rope access suppliers for various aspects of its modification, refurbishment, 

decommissioning, and general maintenance scopes of work offshore. 

Archer exclusively provides its MMO services to oil and gas platforms, and is not active within services 

to wind or hydropower installations, nor to onshore infrastructure.  

Vertikal provides a range of maintenance services including reparation, modifications and installation 

services. However, Vertikal's core service is rope access, entailing providing services by way of 

ropework to access locations otherwise difficult to reach or which would result in costly and 

complicated procedures to be able to reach. Rope access services require trained technicians who 

provide work suspended in harnesses.  

Vertikal provides maintenance services to wind farms and to hydropower plants, as well as to onshore 

infrastructure such as dams, and to offshore oil and gas platforms. During the last five years, Vertikal's 

focus has been the renewables sector, which makes up approximately half of Vertikal's activities today, 

with oil and gas making up the other half. Potential customers of Vertikal within oil and gas also engage 

service providers using other methods of access in most projects, i.e. not rope access services. Thus, 

Vertikal competes equally with providers of services to oil and gas platforms by different means of 

access.  

The European Commission ("Commission") has previously assessed a market for the maintenance, 

modification and operation ("MMO") services to existing oil and gas platforms over the entire lifetime 

of a developed field. The Commission has considered that the geographical scope of the MMO services 

market is the Norwegian Continental Shelf.2  

 
2 COMP/M.7316 - DET NORSKE OLJESELSKAP/MARATHON OIL NORGE 
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9 DISCLOSURE/PUBLIC ACCESS 

This notification contains business secrets, cf. Section 18 b of the Competition Act. A proposal for a 

public version of the notification is enclosed. Enclosed is also an overview which explains why each 

type of redacted information constitutes business secrets. This explanation document is also 

considered as business secrets in its entirety.    

Appendix 1:  Public version of the notification 

Appendix 2:   Justification of business secrets  

In the event that the notification or other documents in the case are not published on the Competition 

Authority's website, we kindly ask to be notified should the Competition Authority receive any requests 

for access to such documents. 

 

*** 

Best regards, 

Advokatfirmaet Thommessen AS 

 

 

 

 

 

Heidi Jorkjend 

Advokat 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


